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                                    2022 – 2023 Welcome Packet
A Short Guide for Incoming Parents
(Welcome To Your New Band Family)
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Come and Join the LA Band Boosters
Band Boosters are parents of current and incoming Band members

This is a great way to be kept informed and to help raise the funds needed to operate our Band Program
For More Information
And to Get Started
Call Melissa Arnold, Vice Pres. (503) 798-5180 





Welcome to the “Spirit of the Wildcats” Band Family. The 2022/23 school year is going to be wonderful and exciting. With the addition of our 2026 Freshman Class, the band will continue to stay around 35 – 45 members strong. We can see how each class adds to the quality of our program and the enhancement of the Band. This packet is designed to help you in your transition from the middle school band program to the high school band program.

How busy will the band be this coming year? This is what you should expect this school year: 
              Band Camp – July 11th – 15th, ALL Color Guard & Percussion 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
  July 18th – 22nd, Marching Fundamentals, All Band Members, 
  8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
	             July 25th – 27th, ALL band members 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM           
	This all takes place in the LA Band Room. More info later.
Additional Rehearsal Dates: Aug. 4th, 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM, Full Band
At least 5 Friday night home football games at home and 5 traveling games, 4 - 6 Saturday competitions, festivals, invitationals or assessments, LA Homecoming Parade, TTU Homecoming Parade, Livingston/Overton County Christmas Parade, Christmas Concert, Basketball Games, Spring Concert Performance Assessment, Spring Concert, Graduation, and Memorial Day Concert, Veterans Day Concert and any number of other performance opportunities or special events.
With all of these events and commitments it can become hard to stay informed. Mr. Dingwall maintains a schedule in the Band Room, on the new band website www.la-sotw-band.net and as we can on our Facebook page (“Spirit of the Wildcats”).
As with any organization, there is a lot going on at all times, it can be hard to keep up. 
So what should you expect?
Most of all, expect to have a lot of fun and to work very hard. It takes a tremendous amount of work to organize and move the band. If you have watched the band during any halftime performance, you can see the many parents running around moving and setting up equipment. That is just the surface of what you see that is actually going on. We need a large crew of parents working behind the scenes everywhere we go. Thanks to our Band Boosters the events we attend go smoothly. One of the first things you will notice about our boosters is not just how hard they work but how much fun they have doing it. The band boosters truly enjoy being with the students and it shows. We hope that you will consider being a part of this fun and unique group of people supporting and caring about our kids. It is free at this time to be a member of the boosters organization and all it takes is a willingness to get involved. One thing we ask is that you buy a Boosters Shirt/T-shirt to show not only everyone else but our band students that you believe in and support them.



LA BAND BOOSTERS

Who are the Band Boosters? The Band Boosters are parents, relatives, and friends of the band members. There are no membership dues or requirements other than a love for the band members and the program. The number one focus of the Band Boosters is to support the band in any way we can. The biggest impact we have on students is just by being present. We have great students and sharing and being with them is a blessing for everyone involved. 

Volunteering is a great way to show your support. We need volunteers all the time in many different ways and capacities. We need Chaperones, Concession Stand Workers, Pit Crew, Section Parents, etc. Expertise is not a requirement just a willingness to dig in and work wherever you can or the need exist. Our veteran boosters are more than willing to show you the ropes of how things work and operate. So jump in, hang on, enjoy the ride and most of all HAVE FUN!!!

Fundraising is another responsibility of the Band Boosters. With between 30 - 50 band members needing a bus for every trip we take and during marching season our equipment bus and/or trailer(s), food, equipment, music, drill and who knows what else during the year, the boosters must raise several thousands of dollars each year for the band to operate. Our major fundraiser each year is the bands concession stand near the stadium home side at all home football games. Other fundraisers include BBQ dinner plates, mulch sales from Barky Beaver, plus many others and sponsor/supporter fundraising programs. Any assistance in any of these fundraisers is greatly appreciated. We are currently revamping our support program and any suggestions are welcome.

Booster meetings are called on a once-a-month basis and sometimes “as needed” if the situation dictates. The meetings are informative and hopefully as brief as needed. There is a contact form attached to this packet and if you fill it out we will be able to keep you updated as much and as often as we can and all information about events and meetings will be posted on our band website and Facebook pages. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Lastly, we would like to thank you for allowing your student to be a part of the LA Band Program. Support from home is the largest contributing factor in the success of each student and the band program. Without your support think about where your student would or could be and then what the band program would look like. You are as important as your student is to US!

We look forward to each endeavor we have this year and you being a part of it. Thank You!
Other fundraising ideas: Little Debbie Snack Cakes, Cookie Dough Fundraising, Donation based drawings, Car Washes, Smoked Turkey Breasts, and any other opportunity. 


LA BAND BOOSTER OFFICERS

Currently the LA Band Boosters have four officers. These officers are the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. These officers are elected between the March and April meetings. Nominations are open and taken from the floor. The duties of each position are standard for the office. Current officers are:

President:			

Vice-President:		Melissa Arnold

Treasurer:  			

Secretary: 			

The Boosters also have committees in place to ensure the success of our program. Currently we have 3 committee chairs, but only 1 of them is filled. Additional volunteer chairs are needed so if you can, would you please consider filling those positions.

	Fund Raising Chair/Coordinator		Open

	Concession Stands Chair/Coordinator	

	Volunteer/Section Parent Chair/Coordinator	Open

*Elections are held in March/April of each year.

LA BAND CONCESSIONS STAND

This year since we won’t have the concessions stands completed, we will need to look at preparing and serving under canopy tents near the end zone.
The Band Boosters largest and most consistent fund-raising activity is the Concession Stand at the LA Home Football games. The concession stand takes a great amount of coordination and requires many volunteers to run on a weekly basis. Please be patient and encouraging. To one another and work hard and diligently this year as we learn and strive and do a great job. If you would like to help, please contact Michelle and she will find a great place to use you and put your talents to work. Areas that need to be filled are:
	Grilling the hamburgers and hotdogs
	Popping corn
	Making nacho salads
	Serving at the window
	Setup and take down
	
Our goal is to fill all positions other than setup and cleanup with those who are not senior parents so they may get to watch their students for the first time since they started. Please see Michelle Weitzel and see if you can help, show up and see if there may be a place for you, too. Something is always needing to be done or covered, step up and help please.

LA BAND PIT CREW

	The LA PIT CREW is a group of highly dedicated individuals and parents. They are the ones responsible for set up and tear down of the pit (equipment and instruments) in the front ensemble “PIT”. The “PIT” is made up of many different instruments including.

	The bass drum
	Marimba
Xylophone
Chimes
Cymbals
Timpani
As well as many other Auxiliary instruments

The PIT CREW works all home games, away games (when the band plays), and at all competitions. Knowledge of instruments is not required. The students will help with the set up. Once you have done this a few times you will get the hang of it. The PIT CREW is vital to our performances. As the band grows so does the pit. So, if you think you might like to help the “BIG BLUE PIT CREW” talk with Derrick King or James Cornette to see how you can get involved.


If there is a way you can help, please pitch in to keep the LA Band going. Make sure you get a booster shirt and just be around.



BAND PROGRAM
Encouragements for Parents


Parents, hopefully you are willing to help the band program with any of your skills to help make this experience enjoyable and fun for our student(s). With this in mind, these following statements were written:


· Parents are encouraged to become a part of the band boosters.
· If you have a student in band, you automatically become one.
· Parents are encouraged to help with the band on all trips.
· Parents are encouraged to help in the concessions stand during home games.
· Parents should encourage their student(s) to practice their instrument.
· Parents are encouraged to participate in our fundraisers as well as encourage their student(s) to fully participate.
· Parents are encouraged to attend booster meetings as often as possible.
· Parents are encouraged to make arrangements to pick up their student(s) after rehearsals and each event. (unless the student drives)
· Parents are encouraged to have students at rehearsals and performances on time. Tardies can affect your student’s grade.
· Parents are encouraged to maintain communications with the director(s) and boosters, along with current contact info so you can stay informed and be aware of all band events. 
· Parents without you we couldn’t do the things we do or travel where we travel. You are much appreciated.



THIRD QUARTER SNACKS
The Band Boosters wanted to send out a note letting all Band Parents know that we host a 3rd quarter meet and greet for our band students where we invite the visiting band to come over and fellowship with us. This happens at all home football games.  Our goal is to promote friendship between schools and our bands.

It’s to this end that we need your assistance.  Please send snacks and/or waters to school with your band member on Friday morning before a home game.  We ask that refreshments not be sent early due to a lack of storage in the band room. We also need volunteers to help serve the students during this time. Please volunteer to help.
The dates for the coming year are August 26th, September 2rd, September 16th, September 22nd,(Thursday Night), October 7th,(Homecoming)  and October 28th , (Senior Night).
Thank you so much for your support of the Band Program.
Your Band Boosters


Livingston Academy Band
Gregory S. Dingwall, Ed.S., Director
120 Melvin Johnson Dr.
Livingston, TN  38570

Phone: 931-823-5911 x292
Fax: 931-823-8834
Email:  gdingwall@oc-sd.com  
Website: www.la-sotw-band.net
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LA BAND BOOSTER CONTACT SHEET

Student Name(s): _____________________________________________________ Grade(s): ______________

Instrument(s): __________________________________________________________________________________

      Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: _________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Work Phone: __________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

     Emergency Phone: _____________________________

Name if other than Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________________________

                  Would you like to receive text messages?  Yes: ____________  No: _______________

                  Would you like to receive email messages?  Yes: ____________  No: _______________

                  Would you be willing to volunteer?  Yes: _____________  No: ______________

                   If yes in what area(s) would you be willing to serve? ____________________________________


Thank you for your help and support
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Gregory S. Dingwall, Ed.S., Director
120 Melvin Johnson Dr.
Livingston, TN  38570

Livingston Academy Band
Phone: 931-823-5911 x292
Fax: 931-823-8834
Email: gdingwall@oc-sd.com
Website: www.la-sotw-band.net

 


Parent Show Shirts-Hat Order Form
	This coming year any and all Band Parents will be able to have a Band Ball Hat, Show Shirt long or short sleeve. As long as Hat style is in production and these are kept in good shape, the design will not change. As long as these are kept in good shape the design will not change, exception this year the design changed. These may be purchased at our cost. Please fill out the order form below and return with your sizes indicated.  
 Gregory S. Dingwall, Ed.S., Band Director
____________________________________________________________________________
Parent Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________         
Band Hat -          # Needed: _________ X $15 = _______________________
Band Beanie -   # Needed: _________ X $15 = _______________________
Band Scarf -       # Needed: _________ X $15 = _______________________
Band Shorts -    # Needed: _________ X $15 = _______________________
Show Shirt-Long Sleeve (Gray)/Short Sleeve(Royal Blue)
         Size(s) Needed:  ____________________ (LS  $25 SM – 2XL: $30 3XL – 4XL)
				          (SS $20 SM – 2XL: $25 3XL – 4XL)
                                            # LS Needed: _______________ X $25 = ________________ X $30 = _______________________
                                            # SS Needed: _______________ X $20 = ________________ X $25 = _______________________
         Band Polo Shirt – Black
                	              Size(s) Needed: _________________ 
	         # Needed: _________________  X $35 = _______________  X $40 = ________________________
          $35  SM – XL, $40 2XL – 3XL each at our cost
 		          Band Jacket – Royal Blue
                                           Size(s) Needed: ______________________ ( $45 SM – XL; $48 2XL; $51 3XL; $55 4XL)
       # Needed: ________________ X  $45 = ____________ X $48 ____________ X $51 ___________  X  $55 _________
4
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